
FORT ATKINSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEETING 
MONDAY, May 9, 6:30PM 

 
Hoard Historical Museum 

401 Whitewater Ave. 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

  

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call meeting to order 
 
2. Roll call 
 
3. Public comment and correspondence 
 
4.        Review and Approve the Minutes of April 11, 2022 Meeting 

 
5.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
6. Ongoing and Unfinished Business: 
 

a. Website and Facebook Updates 
 
7.  New Business: 

      a.  Discussion regarding commission meeting times and dates  
 

b. Review and recommendation of proposed mural on Water Building; application      
submitted by Beautification Council 

 
 
8.       Items for next meeting and/or announcements  
9. Adjournment 
 
 
Visit us online at www.fortpreserves.org 

Upcoming meetings for 2022: 

Monday, June 14   Monday, September 12             Monday, December 12 

Monday, July 11   Monday, October 10 

Monday, August 8   Monday, November 12 

http://www.fortpreserves.org/


FORT ATKINSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEETING 

MONDAY, April 11, 6:30PM 

 
Hoard Historical Museum 

401 Whitewater Ave. 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

  

 

AGENDA 
1) Call meeting to order 

a) Meeting called to order at 6:41PM 
 

2) Roll call 
a) Roz Highfield, Julia Ince, Merrilee Lee, Brandon Thornton, Fred York 

 
3) Review and Approve the Minutes of February 14, 2022 Meeting 

a) Move to approve from Roz, seconded by Brandon 
 

4) Treasurer’s Report 
a) No change reported 

 
5) Report on Correspondence with Commission 

a) Our poster from Opportunities looks great! 
i) Will need keys to open the movie case by the Post Office to put up 

poster. 
 

6) Ongoing and Unfinished Business: 
 

a) Welcome to Fred York, newest commission member. 
i) Lived in F.A. since ‘89. Member and volunteer at the museum. Also runs 

an estate sale business and drives a limousine. 
 

b) Website and Facebook Updates 
i) 449 Likes, 461 Followers 

ii) Motion to reimburse Landowski for website operation and 1 year of 
operation. 

(1) Moved by Roz, seconded by Fred. 
 

c) Recruiting membership for our commission 
i) Two prospects sill filling out paperwork (no deadline for submission). 

(1) Mother Mindy Valentine 
(2) Stephanie Walls 



 
d) Update about meeting about tax incentive programs for properties in historic 

districts, to be set up in early spring. 
i) Claire Bushemi came and talked at the museum. 

(1) Roughly a dozen people attended. 
(2) Video and slide show/PDF to be uploaded. 
(3) Schedule a meeting for Merchants Ave homeowners. 

 
7)  New Business: 

a) Discussion about future commission positions: president, secretary, treasurer.  
i) City is okay with no president as long as meetings are recorded. 

ii) President primarily completes agenda with enough time to post. 
 

b)  Future Commission Activities 
i) May is Historic Preservation Month! 

(1) Banners on hold with the city. 
(a) Julia to send design to committee. 
(b) Chamber of Commerce paid for designer file. 
(c) Ribbon cutting for poles eventually. 

(2) Sponsor band shell concerts? 
 
 

8) Miscellaneous: 
a)  Next meeting will be on Monday, May 10, 2022, 6:30pm. 

 
9) Adjournment 

a) Motion by Julia, seconded by Roz. Meeting adjourned at 7:34pm. 
 
Visit us online at www.fortpreserves.org 

 

Upcoming meetings for 2022: 

Monday, May 10 

Monday, June 14 

Monday, July 11 

Monday, August 8 

Monday, September 12 

Monday, October 10 

Monday, November 14 

http://www.fortpreserves.org/


Monday, December 12 



Phase #2 Mural = Water Reservoir, next to Water Department Building on N. Water St. W. 

 

 

TO:  Fort Atkinson Community Foundation 

FROM: Jude Hartwick, President of the Beautification Council 

SUBJECT:   Mural: Water Reservoir Building, next to Water Dept. Bldg and 

existing mural (phase #1) 

Background: 

The Beautification Council: 

          

The Purpose shall be to improve and beautify the community of Fort Atkinson, 
Wisconsin.  To survey, study, plan, report, recommend, guide and conduct activities 
relating to the physical improvement and beauty of Fort Atkinson and its environs.  The 
organization is dedicated exclusively to charitable and educational purposes as set forth 
above and no substantial part of its activities will attempt to influence legislation by 
propaganda or otherwise.  

 Re:  We are looking at doing murals to continue to make our cityscape more 
artistic.   

Description:  The mural would be on the water reservoir’s lower three panels.  The top three panels would 

be painted as sky scenes, with cloud cover and lots of blue skies.  Currently, like the pre=mural Water 

Department Building, the reservoir has been painted with a white colored paint and looks like a palette 

calling out for artwork. This year we hope to remove the current paint and paint 

our Keim exterior mural paint using a tan/light brown color.  First off, it will be 

easier to paint over, as a white background may take more than one coat due to bleed through.  Secondly, 

the tan will not be white, calling out as a palette for painting.  This will be a test run for the paint.  Of 

concern is the adherability of the paint.  It is on a structure that sweats due to condensation from cool water 

inside the tank and warmer weather outside.  We want to paint it this year to make sure that when we paint 

it with the mural next year (2023 or spring of 2024) the paint will adhere.  We do understand that no mural 

last forever, but the Keim paint is supposed to last under normal circumstances for 30-40 years, some have 

even lasted as long as 100 years in Europe.  This would be with minor touchups. 

The Beautification Council had internal discussions about what to paint as for themes.  We wanted it to be 

historical and match the phase #1 motifs.  The parameters for phase #1 were set as something that was Fort 

Atkinson specific/recognizable, nature themed, transportation/river, and agricultural.  We came to 

consensus that there was enough Native American themed artwork around town, as well as enough poetry 

highlighted in other parts of the city.  We decided to utilize  Larry Schultz, who painted the existing mural 

on the Water Department Building.  We wanted to match styles as much as possible, particularly since the 

murals are adjacent to one another.  For phase #1 we had solicited bids from various muralists in Madison, 

Milton, Delevan, Waukesha, as well as discussed with other local artists.  We have enlisted the assistance 



of our local expert, Ann Engelman, and sought approval from other groups: Art’s Council, Hoard Museum, 

FFA, and Condo Association.   Throughout the process we have sought to make it a community project.  

We hope to continue with that effort.      

Panel 1 – lower West (closest to Water Department Building): 

Lower panel would be bisected by the Rock River.  North of the river would be a Native American 

settlement and the effigy mounds, particularly the panther intaglio.  The wickiup hut would be akin to the 

design at the Hoard Museum.  Next to that would be the Rufus Doge log cabin and fields/carriage.  Rufus 

Dodge was one of our earliest settlers.  He and his wife Lucretia settled to the west of town.  Their frame 

house now stands near the high school.  The complex of buildings remaining north of the river are 

Northwestern Manufacturing, including the current TPF Outdoors shop in the only remaining Northwestern 

building.  Those buildings were in the Festival Grocery Store parking lot area/complex.  South of the river 

are many Jones Manufacturing buildings.  The Milo and Sally Jones frame house of 1848, the Jones barn 

painted in its current yellow color across from the Rock River Park entrance along Hwy 106 west and the 

Green Mountain House built by Milo Jones as a tavern, hotel and dance hall in 1845 of cream city brick 

manufactured here in town.  Please note the J-Star logo on the sign next to the Christmas Tree that at one 

time adorned the river front in Bicentennial Park for years.  There is a steam engine showcasing many of 

the passenger and freight trains that used to pass through Fort Atkinson. 

 

Middle panel would be bisected by the Rock River, as all of the panels are trying to keep that theme 

consistent.  In the river would be a raft portraying early crossings of the river before any existing bridges 

(note Main St. bridge on Water Dept. Bldg).  Next would be the old Nasco building with a seaplane in front 

of it.  The museum has a photo of that event.  The Lucien Caswell Italianate Renaissance house that once 

stood where Walgreens is (former location of St. Joseph’s church) is next with a few fisherman of diverse 

backgrounds in front/along the river.  South of the river will be the Louis Lorman Junk building, the Dwight 

Foster House of 1842 now located on the Hoard Museum grounds and the Bettersox manufacturing 

building.  Please note the small fort structure to the far east of the panel, as well as the Fireside Dinner 

Theatre early design building and current flame structure.  In addition, please note our iconic catfish statue 

that is on the Good to Go/Bridge grounds.   

Panel 3, or far east panel has the Rock River as well with a fisherman along the northern bank with lots of 

farm land across the river.  South of the river is the Eli May House of neo-gothic design (cross shape with 

lots of ornate work) currently on the designated location of the original fort.  Next to that note the 1901 

steeple and St. Paul’s Evangelische Kirche (St. Paul’s Lutheran Church).  On the Water Department 

Building you will note the 1901 water tower on the corner of the building.  Next see the Masonic lodge 

building, currently the Fort Atkinson Club.  Finally notice in the lower part of the panel the Dwight Foster 

Public Library.  It does not have the more recent additions of children’s wing and new entrance. 

 

Please note that historical and geographical accuracy are a little distorted.  Some of these buildings never 

existed simultaneously.  The hope is to represent Fort Atkinson’s history with a little bit of fun and intrigue, 

thus the fisherman, catfish, raft and train.  There will be signage and QR codes redirecting people to the 

Hoard Museum, and its webpage, to learn more of our history.   

 

 



Fundraising:    

 Though we would love to kick off our fundraising campaign, we feel we need to wait until the paint 

dries and seals to the building.  We want to give it a year.  We want to ensure that this works.   

 

Approval: 

 What we are looking for is to go forward with the primer coat after scraping off the existing paint.  

The paint is currently peeling off in large flakes, but some may need to be removed by power blasting.  We 

do not want to adhere any structures to the building itself, just paint.  The paint is silicon based so once it 

dries it forms a ceramic type of bond with the cement/brick and mortar.   

Thank you for your time and energy.  I hope you approve of the design and the delay. 

 

 

Original Discussion from Phase #1 in April 0f 2019. 

 

Water Department Mural:  We have sought approval and involved city staff neighbors, community 

(Facebook), arts alliance groups in the decision and planning process.  We will start more public fundraising 

upon approval of the revision by the City Council..  Preliminary discussions have been had with the 

Community Foundation and some potential donors.  A bank account has been set up at FCCU to start the 

process.  Ann Engelman’s checklist on mural development has been extremely useful in keeping us 

coordinated.  The mural is intended to not only enhance, but to involve, our community.  Larry Schulz, the 

selected muralist, has done murals and is an accomplished agriculture/nature artist.  He lives between 

Milton and Fort Atkinson.  The Keim paint to be used is expected to last over 40 years, but has lasted over 

100 years on similar murals (see Keim Paint exhibits D & E).  It is warrantied for 15 years.  It forms a 

bonded base and is much more water resistant and durable than other surface paints.  There will not be a 

protective layer, as the sealant may yellow or blister with moisture and sunlight impact.  Touch up is 

expected, but unless damaged, should be minimal.  One group (DAMA) was rejected because they wanted 

to use a contact paper like product that would adhere to the building.  The thought was that though they 

said it would last, it was a newer product and has not stood the test of time and may be suspect for blistering 

due to moisture.  On a south facing wall, there may be potential for yellowing due to sunlight, thus clouding 

the image itself.   

  Koshkonong Country was used as the resource guide to depict the history of the mural, as well as 

contacting Merrilee Lee, Hoard Museum Director, to procure the photo of the bandshell above the bridge.  

Additional quirkiness will be provided by painting in some of the seven breeds of dairy cows.  This will 

challenge people to name them.  Perhaps a QR code would be used to provide answers and further links to  

Financial Analysis: 

 

Water Reservoir mural:  Costs will be borne by the Beautification Council.  A grant application will be 

written to the Fort Atkinson Community Foundation to try to secure matching funds.  Fundraising will be 

done in the community by Beautification Council.  Hope is to secure funding of around $18,000  by July 



2023, then paint in the fall of 2023 or spring of 2024.   The cost to the city will be nothing.  As with phase 

#1, we may seek assistance with scaffolding from the city and some storage. 
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